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• Reminder – ENRD TG Smart Villages

• What we have we done so far

• This meeting and next steps

Outline



• 25-30 participants

• 1 year – 4 meetings + 

seminar + outputs

• Stakeholder-oriented -
coproduction

• Complements existing work 
and activities

Thematic Group Approach

To become a focal point for sharing experiences
To provide evidence/tools for a more enabling policy environment



“Rural areas and communities which 

• build on their existing strengths and assets as well as new 
opportunities to develop added value 

• and where traditional and new networks are enhanced by 
means of digital communications technologies, 
innovations and the better use of knowledge for the 
benefit of inhabitants”. 

• Rural areas – not just villages

• Digital and social

• Economy and quality of life (services)

EU Action for
Smart Villages



Scope

The WS will explore how rural 
services in areas such as health, 
social services, education, energy, 
transport, retail and others, can 
be improved and made more 
sustainable through 

a) by supporting community led 
actions and projects and/or

b) the deployment of ICT tools

Medical

Care

Living

MobilityEnergy

Services

Education

ICT tools
Community led

projects & actions



Dealing with cuts and the centralisation of services through 
urban rural linkages (French Contrats de Reciprocité)

1st Meeting 
National and regional strategies

Maintaining the quality of life in the face of depopulation 
(Italian Inner Area Strategy)

Overcoming the digital divide (Digital Village and Finnish Smart 
Countryside Initiative)

Main outputs developed so far…



1st Meeting 
National and regional strategies

Meeting highlights 4 Case Studies (draft)



Smart Villages 
Portal



Smart Villages 
Portal



Broadband Fibre in Östra Bräcke 

An on-demand rural bus 
service in rural Wales

easy-to-access mobile medical service

Socially Responsible Wine 
Tourism

Geoparks bringing 
together local 
business through 
“quality pacts”

Local Computer Courses for 
young and old

Smart Village of the 
Future - Project 
Ruhtinansalmi

Innovative rural 
learning 
facilitiestackle youth 
depopulation

On-line Support for 
Promotion of Local 
Businesses

Quality of Life 
through 
Proximity

2nd meeting – social innovation

34 examples so far– thank you!

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/broadband-fibre-ostra-bracke_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/demand-rural-bus-service-rural-wales_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/mallu-does-rounds_en
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_2221_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_10760_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_8100_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_4801_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_6820_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_2480_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_5760_en.html


Timeline

Seminar on 
Smart Villages

4th TG meeting 
– TBC

3rd TG meeting -
Strategies and 

tools to support 
digital 

innovation in 
rural services

2nd TG meeting -
Strategies and 

tools to support 
community led 

initiatives to 
innovation in 
rural services

1st TG meeting –
Strategic 

approaches and 
role of

26/10/2017 07/12/2017 21/02 2018 April 2018 
Mid-May 

2018



10:00 – 10:30 Welcome and introduction to the work of the TG and the agenda

10:30 – 11:00 Social innovation in rural services – 2 approaches

11:00 – 11:30 Networking Coffee break

11:30 – 12:45 Key examples of social innovation in rural services

12:45 – 13:45 Lunch

13:45 – 15:00 Group Discussion: Creating the conditions for social innovation in 
rural services

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee break

15:30 – 16:00 Reporting back

16:00 – 16:15 Future actions of the European Parliament

16:15 – 16:30 Next steps

Agenda for the day



Market place

Round 1

Mobility

Social care + education

Energy

Round 2

Multiservice centres



Group work: Topics



Group Work: 

Creating an enabling environment for 
social innovation in rural services



Group work: Topics



Groups distribution

Plenary

Diagnostic tools for 
helping communities to 
prioritise their activities

Village hubs and 
Multiservice Centres

The use RDP measures 
such LEADER and M7 

together with other funds 
and policies

Breakout room 
(4th Floor)

Sustainable business 
models for rural services



Planning the future activities



Ideas and suggestions for the meeting on digital innovation

Proposals for TG work – case studies, tools, portal…. 

?

Planning future activities



ENRD Contact Point
Tel: +32 2 801 38 00
email: info@enrd.eu

How to contact us

Website: https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/

mailto:Jan.Droge@broadbandeurope.eu
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/

