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Context needs: increase Soil Organic Matter + reduce Soil erosion



M.10 for Soil conservation in Italy (2014-2020)

FA 4C – soil erosion

•No Tillage
•Cover crops/residues
•Strip tillage
•Green cover in fruit/olive/vineyards

FA 5E - organic matter

•OM inputs
•Green manure (legumes)
•cover crops/residues
•Crop rotation
•Conversion to grassland/pastureland
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RDP 2014-2020 - Case Study Apulia

• The «granary» of Italy –> arable land 
• Wide plains, «big» size holdings  
• Drought-prone region

-> need for crop diversification and andoption of NoTill techniques

M. 10.1.3 (2016-2021) - commitments on min. 50% farm UAA:
- Adoption of NT techniques 
- Crop rotation (no «straw on straw»)
- Conservation of crop residues (no-burning, no-removal)

Results:
➢ 650 beneficiaries, included big-size and leader farmers
➢ 22.000 ha under AEC commitments

Key factors:
➢ Design of the scheme: demarcation with other M.10.1 schemes
➢ Driving role of “leader” farmers - > mentors to upscale and replicate
➢ Availability of machineries and local skills

Next steps:
➢ Introduction of summer cover crops: drought
➢ Best integration with other policies (ie. Fire prevention & residue management)
➢ Weed control and further crop diversification needs (market issues)
➢ Support under Eco-schemes in future CAP
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