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Our starting point

Source: 
https://www.espon.eu/sites/default/files/attachments/ESPON%20ESCAPE%20Synthe
sis%20Report.pdf#viewer.action=download

▪ Challenges vary across the EU and are 
multifaceted.

▪ Rural depopulation is recognised as a key 
challenge and the symptom of long-lasting 
problems

▪ Call for an enabling environment that 
supports action and development to 
revitalise rural areas

https://www.espon.eu/sites/default/files/attachments/ESPON%20ESCAPE%20Synthesis%20Report.pdf#viewer.action=download


Our starting point

▪ Extensive diagnosis of the rural needs 
and areas of action (e.g. COM Staff 
WD, studies, reports, LDS,etc)

▪ The LTVRA outlines main priority 
areas for rural action to achieve the 
common ambition by 2040



Our starting point

▪ First Thematic Meeting 

What are the key enabling factors which need to be 
considered when designing policy strategies for rural 
revitalisation? 

What needs to be done to ensure the enabling factors 
are put in place? 



Our starting point

▪ First Thematic Meeting

Draft TG WD: “Tool to support the design 
of policies for rural revitalisation”



Enabling factors for rural revitalisation

STRUCTURES:  Policy design, 
coordination and integration

PEOPLE: Local empowerment, 
capacity building and innovation

Building Blocks

► Integrated  strategies

► Multi-level and inclusive 
governance structures

Enabling 
factors

► Local capacities for action 

► Territorial Cooperation

► Innovation



► Rural diversity 

► Broad scope of action (e.g. digitalisation, mobility, energy, 
basic services, sustainability, etc.)

► Targeted intervention

► M&E (objectives, targets, etc)

► Positive rural narratives

Enabling factors for rural revitalisation

Policy design, coordination and integration

INTEGRATED
STRATEGIES 



► Political leadership from higher levels of government

► Effective coordination of relevant public authorities

► Synergies and complementarities among policies and 
funds

► Active multi-level stakeholder dialogue

Enabling factors for rural revitalisation

MULTI-LEVEL AND
INCLUSIVE

GOVERNANCE
STRUCTURES

Policy design, coordination and integration



► Local facilitation and animation for community engagement

► Enhance the human and social capital4 as well as technical 
capacity

► Flexible and adequate funding 

Enabling factors for rural revitalisation

PEOPLE: Local empowerment, capacity building and innovation

LOCAL CAPACITIES
FOR ACTION



► Enabling cooperation among

• Actors

• Territories 

► Rural-urban partnerships on equal basis

Enabling factors for rural revitalisation

PEOPLE: Local empowerment, capacity building and innovation

TERRITORIAL 
COOPERATION



► Enabling partnerships for innovation

► Access to knowledge and connect with knowledge based 
stakeholders

► Networking and exchange of experiences

Enabling factors for rural revitalisation

PEOPLE: Local empowerment, capacity building and innovation

INNOVATION



Enabling factors for rural 
revitalisation



► 9 TG members submitted feedback.

► Overall, the tool (questions, structure, examples) were positively received and outlined 
as useful.

► Main feedback was provided in adding examples and sources of information.

► Guiding questions: Same adjustments and additions of questions

Feedback from TG members

“this is a good document. The table is a good framework for 
revitalisation issues.”



► Change on the title: Tool to support the design of policies for rural revitalisation.

► Clarify what it is meant by Rural Revitalisation. 

► Links to rural proofing: to what extent have unintended negative effects of other 
policies been inventoried, e.g. by way of rural proofing?

► Add a question regarding public services (enabling public authorities/local governments 
& private sector)

► Reinforce the aspects about enabling action by local actors (e.g. local strategies under 
higher level strategies, and use and decision making about funding). 

► Focus on disadvantaged target groups;

► Incentives to research organisations to connect better at local levels

Feedback from TG members

Guiding questions



Remarks & Feedback on the tool?

► How do you see yourself/organisation/other actors using this tool? 

► How can we encourage its use?

► How can this tool be used in the rural revitalisation platform?

Maximise use of the tool



Thank you for your attention

enrique@enrd.eu

mailto:enrique@enrd.eu

